There are so many circumstances which lead one to be deceived in the operation of a new remedy, that I would with con' siderable diffidence have called the attention of the profession to the following facts, had not a lapse of a good many years, and repeated trials and strict observation confirmed me of their accuracy.
racy.
As in most other cases of remedial substances, a mere accidental circumstance first directed my attention to this discovery. In the year 1828, having let fall a drop of melted sealing-wax on the point of the finger, by which it was rendered extremely painful, I plunged it into a solution of gum-arabic, this being the only fluid substance at hand. In a few minutes I was surprised to find that the pain had completely ceased. I allowed this gum to harden on the part, and on washing it off several hours afterwards, I found the cuticle hardened and separated from the cutis, indicating the usual severity of the burn, but there was no blister or effusion of for Scalds and Burns. From some experiments, which, however, were never completed, that I instituted some years ago, regarding the influence of oxygen on inflamed tissues and vessels, I am inclined to think that the exclusion of atmospheric air influences very much inflammatory action, and in this way, perhaps, the gum solution checks the inflammation of the skin in burns.
Inflammation caused by touching the skin with nitrous acid and other irritants, appears to be suddenly allayed by a solution of gum-arabic; erysipelatous spots on the skin seemed also in some trials influenced by this application. And I may here suggest, that it might be tried in the first stages of the pustules of small-pox, especially those of the face, with a view to modify their development, and prevent pitting.
In conclusion, I deem it proper to mention, that, several years ago, I communicated the effects of this remedy to friends, both medical and others, and that several cases have been treated according to the above directions with uniform success. A few of those cases I find noted, but I do not perceive that they present any farther facts worthy of detail.
8, Hart Street, July 1841.
